CENSUS 2016 – HIGHLIGHTS
Age, Sex & Type of Dwelling

Unless otherwise noted (see COEDC commentary boxes), all headings, comments, tables and
data have been directly sourced from Statistics Canada, Census Profile, 2016 Census.
Rapid growth in the number of seniors
Canada's overall population grew by 5.0% from 2011 to 2016 and the number of
children 14 years of age and younger increased by 4.1%.
As a result of the rapid increase in the number of people 65 years of age and older
since 2011, 2016 marked the first time that the census enumerated more seniors (5.9 million)
than children 14 years of age and younger (5.8 million).
For the first time, the share of seniors (16.9%)—the share they represent of the total Canadian
population—exceeded the share of children (16.6%). The increase in the proportion of seniors
from 2011 to 2016 was the largest observed since 1871—a clear sign that Canada's population
is aging at a faster pace.
Despite the recent acceleration in population aging, Canada had a lower
proportion of seniors in 2016 than any other G7 country except the United
States.

The Canadian population in 2016:
Younger than most G7 countries
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Increasingly Female Population
In 2016, women accounted for 50.9% of the total population. This proportion is likely to continue
to increase as the large generation of baby boomers grows older.
Census

Female

%

Male

%

Total Population

2011

92,760

51.6%

87,080

48.8%

179,835

2016

100,125

51.4%

94,755

48.6%

194,880

Kelowna CMA

British Columbia: High concentration
of very old people on Vancouver
Island
In 2016, the proportion of seniors (18.3%)
in British Columbia was similar to Eastern
Canada. British Columbia also had the
lowest proportion of children 14 years of
age and younger in Western Canada.
For many years, British Columbia has
had the highest life expectancy among
the provinces and territories, as well as
lower fertility.

More seniors than children in Kelowna
More than one in five people in seven large urban centres in the country were 65 years of age
and older. However, none of these CMAs were in the Atlantic or Prairie provinces: TroisRivières (22.3%), Peterborough (22.2%), St. Catharines–Niagara (21.8%), Kelowna (21.4%),
Victoria (21.1%), Saguenay (20.6%) and Belleville (20.1%). With the exception of Kelowna
and Victoria, population growth in these CMAs was also lower than anywhere else.
More than two in five people were 65 years of age and older in four Canadian municipalities.
Three of the four are located on Vancouver Island: Qualicum Beach (52.1%), Parksville (42.4%)
and Sidney (40.9%). The fourth municipality is Osoyoos (42.9%), located south of Kelowna,
close to the US border.
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COEDC Commentary
British Columbia’s fastest and Canada’s sixth fastest growing census metropolitan area
• The overall population increase in the Region from 2011-2016 was 8.4%, well above the
national and provincial rates of 5% and 5.6%.
Growing number of young professionals and families
• The Kelowna CMA experienced above average growth in the number of 30-34 year olds
with an increase of 21.8% from 2011-2016, compared to only 13.7% in BC and 8%
across Canada.
• The number of children (0-14) in the region has increased by 4.7% from 2011-2016,
slightly higher than the Canadian increase of 4% and more than double the provincial
increase of 2.1%.
Proportion of persons over 65 years of age
• The number of persons over 65 years has increased 21%. Of the regions with more
than 20% of population over 65, only Kelowna CMA and Victoria also had positive
growth rates. While a significant proportion of the population is over 65, the region
continues to grow and attract individuals and families of all ages.
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Dwellings – Kelowna CMA

COEDC Commentary:
Just over one-half of the population in the Region lives in single-detached homes. Of interest is
the data illustrating the changing landscape of housing options in the region in order to meet
demand represented by the 41.8% increase of people living in an apartment in the five-plus
story dwelling category.
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Useful Census Tables
AGE & SEX:
Age & Sex Highlight Tables: http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/hltfst/as/Table.cfm?Lang=E&T=12&type=2
Population by broad age groups and sex, 2016 counts and percentage changes, both sexes,
Kelowna and census subdivisions: http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dppd/hlt-fst/as/Table.cfm?Lang=E&T=12&Geo=915&Type=4
Comparison Age Pyramid: http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dppd/pyramid/pyramid.cfm?type=2&geo1=01&geo2=01
Historical Age Pyramid: http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dppd/pyramid/pyramid.cfm?type=1&geo1=01
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Relationship between pop growth and aging for various regions in Cda:
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/dv-vd/scatterplotdiagrammededispersion/index-en.html
DWELLING:
Pop & Dwelling Count Highlight Tables: http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/censusrecensement/2016/dp-pd/hlt-fst/pd-pl/Table.cfm?Lang=Eng&T=205&S=3&RPP=100
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/hlt-fst/pdpl/Table.cfm?Lang=Eng&T=208&S=6&O=D
Type of Dwelling Highlight Table: http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dppd/hlt-fst/td-tl/Table.cfm?Lang=Eng&T=103&SR=1&S=2&O=A&RPP=25
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