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STATE OF THE INDUSTRY
Top fields of post-secondary study include business management, and
public administration at 21.2% and architecture, engineering and
related technologies at 21.3%

Over 63% of the population in the Central Okanagan region hold a
post-secondary certificate diploma or degree as their highest
academic achievement

Okanagan College has an economic impact of $938 million and UBCO
has en economic impact of $1.5 billion to the regional economy

Post-secondary institutions are a driver of economic development in
communities through increasing the locally trained workforce,
research, and industry collaborations

LOCAL IMPACTS TO DATE
Institutions focused on ways to change education pre-COVID 19 with
blended learning, distance learning, and other methods of delivery

Several capital projects at UBCO still in progress and some have been
accelerated - UBCO looking to provincial and federal funding options and
ensuring readiness to respond to call for funding

Institutions receive funding from many sources but student tuition fees
are a significant proportion of revenue - lack of student enrollment
represents a significant problem for local institutions
Students and employees experiencing burn out by transition to online
learning and speed of the change implemented both on campus and
online

RECOVERY OUTLOOK
The role of the leaders of the Region's two public post-secondary
institutions over the last 10+ years has been significant in maximizing
potential and opportunities
Federal government has been very responsive on providing
substantial funding support for post-secondary - Institutions are
taking advantage of all grants available to support students and staff

The first Mitacs Indigenous Community Engagement hire is here in the
Okanagan and the opportunity to further develop and support
indigenous academic and industry partners remains a focus

"“Students and employees are somewhat burned out by the experience: transitioning to online learning,
and the speed of the change implemented both on campus and online. The central question has been
how to make it meaningful?"
"The shift at the Federal funding level to create collaboration opportunities between Post-Secondary
and industry has brought significant leveraging opportunities. It's a good time to have discussions on
how to work together between private stakeholders, industry and Post-Secondary”

ACTION PROPOSED BY INDUSTRY
Huge opportunity for industry to partner with post-secondary to
create innovative solutions to business and social challenges Central Okanagan businesses encouraged to connect with Okanagan
College and UBCO to explore possibilities
Funding for new and targeted re-skilling and up-skilling learning
opportunities for the transitioning workforce will be essential
component for accelerating economic recovery

Additional support for students to address gaps in tuition earnings for
Fall is needed; the Canadian Student Emergency Benefit will not be
enough
Federal and Provincial governments encouraged to continue to expand
funding and support programs that support industry & post-secondary
partnerships such as MITACS

THANK YOU
We rely on Central Okanagan businesses for industry information.
Thank you to the many businesses who provided feedback
directly or indirectly including:
• Phil Ashman, Okanagan College

COEDC Advisory Council

• Phil Barker, UBC Okanagan

Conduit of information and ideas
between business, community leaders
and government

• Nicole Udzenija ,UBC Okanagan
• Janice Larson,UBC Okanagan
• Jennifer Tedman-Jones, Mitacs

info@investkelowna.com

Made up of 45+ influential industry
leaders, community shapers and elected
officials

investkelowna.com

250.469.6280

Post Secondary Industry Roundtable
About the Economic
Recovery Task Force
The Central Okanagan
economy is highly integrated
with businesses and
workforce move fluidly across
the Region. To combat the
long-term economic impacts
of COVID-19, the local
governments and Westbank
First Nation have come
together to form the
Economic Recovery Task
Force.
The Economic Recovery
Task Force is co-chaired by
Chair Given and Mayor
Basran and comprised of:
• Chief Christopher
Derickson, Westbank
First Nation
• Regional Board Chair
Gail Given, Regional
District of Central
Okanagan
• Mayor Colin Basran,
City of Kelowna
• Mayor Gord Milsom,
City of West Kelowna
• Mayor James Baker,
District of Lake Country
• Mayor Cindy Fortin,
District of Peachland
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State of the Industry

On June 25, 2020, the Central
Okanagan Economic
Development Commission
(COEDC) held a Post
Secondary Industry
Roundtable with the COEDC
Advisory Council and
additional industry
representatives.

Over 63% of the population in
the Central Okanagan region
hold a post-secondary
Certificate diploma of degree
as their highest academic
achievement and 28.6% hold a
High School Diploma or
Equivalent.1

Participants were asked:
 What has been your
business experience
thus far?
 What can governments
do to support long-term
recovery in your
industry?
Results from the broad
ranging, future-focused
discussions will inform the
Economic Recovery Task
Force and guide a long-term
economic recovery plan for the
region.

Top fields of post-secondary
study include business,
management, and public
administration at 21.2% and
architecture, engineering and
related technologies at 21.3%.2
Post-secondary institutions are
a driver of economic
development in communities
through increasing the locally
trained workforce, research,
and industry collaborations.
Okanagan College has an
economic impact of $938
million3 and UBCO has an
economic impact of $1.5
billion4 to the regional
economy.
1.2018 Central Okanagan Economic
Profile
2. 2018 Central Okanagan Economic
Profile
3. 10 Things to Know About OC, 2018
4. UBC Okanagan Outlook to 2040, 2019

About the COEDC Advisory
Council

Local Impacts to Date (June
2020)

The COEDC’s Advisory
Council is a conduit of
information and ideas
between business,
community leaders and
government. Made up of 45+
influential industry leaders,
community shapers and
elected officials, the council
meets to share information
and work together towards
sustainable economic growth.

Demand:
Institutions have been
considering ways to change
education pre-COVID-19 with
blended learning, distance
learning, changing methods of
delivery – the crisis forced the
traditional format to be pushed
forward to other methods
rapidly.

Thank you to Post Secondary
Industry Representatives for
sharing your insight and
expertise:
Okanagan College
Phil Ashman
UBC Okanagan
Phil Barker
UBC Okanagan
Nicole Udzenija
UBC Okanagan
Janice Larson
Mitacs
Jennifer Tedman-Jones

The rapid transition led to early
worry that experience online is
not as rich for professors and
students – everyone struggled.
Many were working
constraints: some students had
unreliable internet access,
ergonomic challenges with at
home set-ups, both faculty and
students with busy
households.
Student mental health has
been a significant focus with
the transitioning services to
online and how to make it
meaningful.

Operations:
Institutions receive funding
from many sources but student
tuition fees are a significant
proportion of revenue. If
students do not enroll on
campus, there will be a
significant problem.
Many capital projects at UBCO
are still in progress and some
have been accelerated
including the research
greenhouse and daycare
expansion. Work continues on
the innovation precinct and the
newly announced downtown
Kelowna campus. With these
continuing projects UBCO is
looking to provincial and
federal funding options and
making sure they are ready to
respond to calls for funding.
Mitacs saw the vast majority of
projects that were scheduled
with industry partners move
forward despite COVID 19,
although projects did shift to
remote work.

Student jobs are hard to find
and the student grant has been
helpful. Some students are just
beginning to go back to work
as we move into Phase 3 in
BC.
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Workforce:
Students and employees are
somewhat burned out by the
transition to online learning
and the speed of the change
implemented both on campus
and online.

The Canada Student Services
Grants have potential to
increase co-op learning
opportunities through the
Student Work Placement
program and others.

Recovery Outlook
The Central Okanagan has
been very fortunate in the
growth of post-secondary
education. The role of the
leaders of the Region’s two
public post-secondary
institutions over the last 10+
years has been significant in
maximizing our potential and
opportunities.
The first Mitacs Indigenous
Community Engagement hire
is here in the Okanagan as
joint position with UBCO, and
the opportunity to further
develop and support
indigenous academic and
industry partnerships remains
a focus.
Institutions are taking
advantage of all grants
available to support students
and staff.
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Federal government has been
very responsive rapidly
providing substantial funding
support for post-secondary.
However, it is important to
recognize the limit to funding
and look to see how the next
12-24 months will go,
especially with student
registration into Fall and Winter
terms.
Actions Proposed by Industry
There is a significant
opportunity for industry to
partner with post-secondary in
The creation of innovative
solutions to business and
social challenges. Businesses
are encouraged to connect
with Okanagan College, UBCO

or Mitacs to explore
possibilities.
Federal and Provincial
governments are encouraged
to continue or expand funding
and support programs that
enable industry & postsecondary partnerships such
as Mitacs.
Additional support for students
to address gaps in tuition
earnings for Fall is needed; the
Canadian Student Emergency
Benefit will not be enough.
Funding for new and targeted
re-skilling and up-skilling
learning opportunities for the
transitioning workforce will be
an essential component for
accelerating economic
recovery.

